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sprung up on the drifting ice-floe alongside the aeroplane
stop two wireless masts erected with aciial connecting
them stop weather observation hut put up comma
theodolite standing on tiipod for observations of height
of sun and determination of our position and its changes
with ice drift stop first meteorological reports reached
Moscow according to schedule and were included in
general weather repoit considerably increasing the
information required to forecast weather stop here com-
paratively warm bracket minus 12 degrees bracket sun
small near ground stop four members wintering party
with crew of USSR N-iyo unloaded and unpacked part
of expedition equipment brought by this aeroplane comma
mainly wireless station and scientific instruments stop
further 8 tons including wind motor comma twelve
months5 supply and emergency reserve food fuel and
winter tent on board three other aeroplanes ready to
start fiom Rudolf Land with first summer weather stop
all of us feel splendid stop after twenty-four hours un-
interrupted work slept our fill in warm sleeping bags
stop five men of Chehuskin included in present group
involuntarily hark back to life on drifting ice-floe stop
we have now taken revenge on the elements for the loss
of the Chehuskin stop pleased to report that we have
been able to carry out instructions of Comrade Stalin
and to set up at the Pole a stable base for scientific
research and aviation stop our thoughts are with our
great country stop Schmidt."

That, and not mere adventure or record-breaking, was
the object of the expedition.

Apart from storms, life in summer time at the Pole,
where the sun never sets, contradicts our expectations in
many ways. I glean these quotations at random.

It was warm and wonderfully cosy in the sleeping-bags.
The tents, made of silk with double walls, gave excellent
protection from the wind and plenty of marvellous fresh
Arctic air. The light inside the tents was unusual. " The
walls were of pink silk, so that our portable houses were
always in a coquettish pink half-light, like the boudoirs